
 
Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

Gloucester Branch 

NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2019 

Welcome to another edition of the CMA Gloucester newsletter;  

here comes Autumn! 

Words from the Chair! 

 

Digging Wells 

Liz writes:  

I am so blessed to be going to the CMA UK Ladies Conference on 1st—3rd November and also 

have the opportunity to deliver some art ministry to the 90 ladies attending. The theme is ‘Come 

to the Well’.  This really resonated with me as this has been something which God has spoken 

of to me before. Recently in my Bible readings this came up, from Genesis 26 v 22: 

‘He (Isaac) moved on from there and dug another well, and no-one quarrelled over it.  He named 

it Rehoboth, saying, “Now the Lord has given us room and we will flourish in the land.” ‘  

He dug many wells during times of conflict and struggle. His enemies pursued him but eventually 

had to confess that he was mightier than they.  For his persistence and commitment, God then 

promised that He would be with Isaac and bless him.  Many of Isaac’s wells have continued in 

use for thousands of years and are a source of life and blessing. 

One of my favourite ‘go-to’ Christian books is: ‘Britain’s Spiritual Inheritance’ by Diana Chapman 

(ISBN 978-1-908393-23-4). This small but powerful book brings spiritual ‘well-digging’ into our 

culture and history.  Spiritual wells are dug by those who are obedient to God’s call and vision, 

and often follows many years of prayer for a particular place.  DC affirms that even where these 

wells have been ‘blocked up’ through neglect, and perhaps disobedience, the potential for an 

outpouring of God’s blessings remains. It needs those with commitment to unlock the ‘promise’. 

So the question is: what wells are we digging?!  What spiritual ‘investment’ do we make into 

people and places? How do we work to create godly practices in our own lives, which will give 

blessing and encouragement to others? In what way does our CMA ministry ‘dig wells’ for this 

region and for the bikers we meet?  I would love to discuss this with any of you who feel that this 

is a helpful idea! In the meantime, we keep our eyes on God and the opportunities He gives us. 

The Lord bless you. 

Alan & Liz 

Chair & Vice-Chair, Gloucester Branch 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first report comes from our branch Treasurer, Brian: 

God is good! 

The weather was wonderful... For ducks. 

I had to get up around two hours early to get on the road for 
Hoggin’ the Bridge. As I approached the site I started to follow 
the HTB signs even though I began to doubt them. 
Approaching Newport I knew it was time to repent ( church talk 
for turn around!). 

On arrival we found the tent supplied for the helmet park was 
far too small for a usual HTB event. There were none of our 
usual talks about the Lord with bikers, possibly leading to 
conversion.  All a bit disappointing…. 

Yet will I say God is good. 

Due to the reduced numbers that day the size of the helmet park tent was perfectly adequate. 

We DID chat to bikers—mostly about the weather and the hard riding conditions! But we were 
able to provide a friendly reception and smiley faces! 

I did manage to acquire a bin to go close by our stand and the helmet park. This saves the extra 
walk when picking up odd bits and discarded HP tickets. My help placing 'pucks' under side 
stands for arriving bikers was appreciated. The sun did nearly come out in time to pack up. 

I pose the question: did God call us to be successful or faithful? 

In CMA Gloucester we’re often reminded that God just calls us to be obedient.  The rest is up to 
Him. 

God is good, all the time. 

HOGGIN’ THE BRIDGE 2019 

Our thoughts, photos and experiences of the day 

Well we’d all seen the weather forecast for Sunday 13th October … and it wasn’t pretty! 

We had prayed for dry weather, even sun.  On the day itself the forecast proved to be 

right. 

What do we make of that?  Did God ‘let us down’? How do we make sense of our biggest 

local bike event of the year being a ‘washout’, literally?  

Some of us have some ideas about that….. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liz and Alan share their thoughts about what turned out to be a bountiful day…! 

Well, as Brian says, the weather was great for ducks that day, until mid afternoon when, sadly, 

many of those who had turned up on bikes had made their soggy way home. 

The poor weather had put many people off from venturing out on their bikes.  Unlike the many 

thousands who would usually be there, we estimate about two thousand arrived. However, we 

and Bristol branch make it a major commitment each year and we want to support those who 

organise it. 

The rain persisted through much of the day.  We had been positioned in a different place to last 

year, which for the helmet park worked well as everyone had to pass it to go into the show.  

Quite a few helmets were deposited,  just about the capacity of the smaller tent (see Brian’s 

comments on the previous page).  However, our place wasn’t as good and we had very few 

visitors to the stand, apart from those seeking temporary respite under our gazebo! 

So what conclusions do we come to about HTB 2019? Was it worth us being there? How could 

we possibly impact bikers’ lives for the Lord if everyone was scurrying for shelter? It takes a lot 

of time and energy to prepare for us to be at HTB. Waste of effort? NO!!!!! 

One of our sayings, as mentioned over, is that God just calls us to be obedient; to love and 

serve Him.  Colossians 3 v 23 says: ‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working 

for the Lord, not man.’ 

Continued next page 

BREAD OF HEAVEN?! 



We’ve probably all talked and thought about that day at HTB.  Here are our conclusions: 

1. We never know what impact we make. People don’t have to speak to us, necessarily, to 

glean something of what we are about and stand for.  There some statistic about how many 

points of contact there are before someone gives their life to the Lord.  By seeing us being 

prepared to serve the bikers on that very wet day, by being greeted with a cheery ‘hello’ 

and even an offer of a biscuit or shelter, may represent steps along people’s path to faith. 

2. CMA UK acknowledges in it’s mission and practices and we exist to serve the biker 

community and thereby serve God.  That’s what we were doing at HTB.  It may not have 

been physically very pleasant (how many of us arrived on site with damp feet etc?!) but we 

were still there to provide service. 

3. It wasn’t just at the helmet park that we may have offered service that day.  Every year, 

CMA members position themselves in the bike park area. As bikers dismount we’re there to 

greet them, to assist with a puck for their side stand, to point out the helmet park for their 

helmets and any other bike gear they don’t want to carry round, to commiserate on a soggy 

ride out or rejoice in their positive experience of the crowds waving and perhaps the 

glorious sunshine they’ve ridden in (remember those days?!). 

4. All of us would have interacted with the bikers, that stall-holders, the marshals and the 

caterers: wearing our crosses or CMA regalia. 

5. Several of us were on hand to help rescue a gazebo used as a stand for a bike club. It blew 

right over in the wind!  The stallholders were very grateful! 

6. And then there’s the extra bonus of the bread……  (see photo on previous page) 

 

As mentioned by Brian,  the location of a bin near our CMA pitch turned out to be a good move.  

He spotted that someone had dumped unopened packs of bread rolls.  On investigation we 

discovered that the catering vans had bargained on a full HTB turn-out when stocking up.  

Having lots of bread left over they were binning whole boxes of unopened rolls...until we 

intercepted them! 

Both Liz and Anne (Bristol branch) had cars with them so, with permission, we filled all available 

space with bread!  Some boxes even went into the boot of Alexandra’s sidecar! 

The bread found it’s way to: 

  Gloucester City Mission feeding the homeless 

  A Bristol homeless charity 

  A Bath city-centre charity 

  A Coleford old people’s lunch meeting 

  St Andrew’s Church, Gloucester, Mum’s and toddler lunch 

  Tirzah Chapel, Ebbw Vale (see October’s newsletter) food for needy families project 

 

Praise God!!  Is it a ‘silver lining’ or God’s promise ‘all things work together for good’?! 

HTB — bounty and promise! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HTB — the photos! 

The bike park : these 

are mostly the bikers 

who went on the  

charity bike ride from 

Aust services over the  

Severn bridges 

Testament to the wet 

weather:  

the bike park was only 

about half full compared to 

last year when they had to 

use an overflow area 

Making the 

most of it: 

Solidarity in 

adversity!  

The new site for the 

stand and helmet park: 

All set up and waiting 

for customers! 

Thankfully the 

sun came out 

for the stunt 

bike show: 

YES, this guy is 

upside down in 

mid air! 

Spectacular 

show. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLIN AND HAZEL ON THEIR TRIKE 

 

I have had to wait eight years to get back on a bike, or in this case, a trike.  

Due to health reasons I had to surrender my driving license. It was a long five years before I was 

well enough to get it back. During this time, I questioned my role within CMA, or if I should keep 

my membership. But God had other ideas, and I took on the ministry of Prayer Coordinator for 

the branch. It took another three years before it was financially viable. 

After two replacement knees, a broken back, and making do with a mobility trike, the opportunity 

came. 

After looking online, I eventually saw this one. I thought this is it. After visiting London to see it, 

put a deposit down, and return home. I was excited It took a little longer for my cash to come 

through, but the day came. 

Hazel and I found our old gear and set off by bus and train to Plumstead South East London.  

We couldn’t have chosen a worse day. The weather was atrocious. I was on a new vehicle, with 

a totally different way of riding and had over 160 miles to go. 

100 miles into the journey and several stops to dry out and warm up later, it happened. I lost 

control. 

Continued next page 

HE RIDES AGAIN! 

We’re delighted to bring you this from Colin Wright: 



 

We were on the M4, and had stopped at Chievely services, where I decided to pray for our 

safety. I was wet through and cold. Back on the motorway, between Chievely and Hungerford 

junctions I must have caught the gear change with my boot, which gave the gearbox a horrible 

grating sound. At the same time, I lost control of the steering; possibly caught in a rut. I could 

hardly see a thing due to the bad weather.  

All I know is we left the motorway. Over the hard shoulder, up a bank and came to a halt in the 

brush, surrounded by brambles. We were also at a precarious angle on the bank, but the trike 

held firm and didn’t topple over. 

With the help of the Traffic Officers and a recovery truck we made it home safe and sound. 

The trike survived, albeit camouflaged. We survived without a scratch.  

 

 

 

 

I have ridden the trike several times since and am getting used to it. Not only that, I am 

ENJOYING it! 

Hazel hasn’t been well enough to ride pillion, but I am sure when we get finer weather in the 

spring, she will be back on it. 

One thing I have learnt from this experience, “ Commit your way to the Lord and he will direct 

your paths”. We went off the road but he kept us safe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colin and Hazel have been members of CMA Gloucester for 

many years. During the period that Colin was not able to ride 

or drive the branch worked hard to support him and Hazel, 

and to assure them of their continued  important place in the 

Branch.  With CMA meetings held near their home and lifts to 

bike events, we were pleased to show them their value to us 

and that they were an important part of the ministry. 

 

If you’re reading this and, whilst you may support us in 

prayer, you are not an active motorcyclist or have a bike 

licence.  Please take heart from Colin’s story. We greatly 

value those who pray for us and support in other ways. If you 

are a Christian and in a church please consider becoming a 

‘Supporter’ member of CMA or talk to your church leader 

about your church becoming a  ‘Affiliate Church’. 

Interested?  Contact Alan and Liz to discuss it: 

gloscma@gmail.com 

And welcome on board!! 



 

 

 

 

 

Bike Nites : There are no more weekly Bike Nites until Spring 2020.  We’ll post details and 

notices once the new ’season’ starts again. Until then, if you want to find details of past events 

etc the here’s the website.  http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php  

Bike Nites Review of the Year : Later in this newsletter you’ll find a review in words and photos 

of 2019, along with news of total monies raised for charity. 

ADVANCED NOTICE:  
14.12.19: BIKE NITES CHRISTMAS MEAL. 6pm AVIATOR CAFÉ, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AIRPORT. IT IS ESSENTIAL TO PRE-BOOK FOR THIS EVENT.  See Aviator website for menu 
but book via Steph (who organises the Bike Nites): see Steph at Bike Nite or call in to see her at 
Performance Triumph Cheltenham. GL51 7AP. Limited places available. 
 

CMA Glos ‘Ignition’ meeting :   Monday 11th November. 7.30—9.30pm.  PLEASE NOTE: 

THIS IS A VERY SPECIAL MEETING AS WE HAVE A SPEAKER, ANDY HAYNES, THE 

‘RACING ‘PREACHER’.  PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND THIS MEETING AND 

INVITE OTHERS TO COME ALONG TOO!  There is a poster later in the newsletter—feel 

free to copy it and share.   

Bike Club meetings:  we are actively involved in several local / regional bike clubs: 
MAG (Motorcycle Action Group): 1st Tuesday of the month—5th Nov. meet at The Aviator, 
Gloucester Airport, GL51 6SR. 8 to 10pm 
Gloucester Meteors (Triumph): 3rd Thursday - 21st Nov..: The Aviator. 7.30 to 9.30pm 
Honda Owners Breakfast meet: 3rd Sunday - 17th Nov.:  meet at Sainsbury’s café, Barnwood. 
GL4 3RT.  9.30am 
 
Sat. 2nd Nov:  To prepare for our annual Bonfire Party at Alan & Liz’s we have a bonfire-
building working party.  Turn up from 10.00, or whenever the rugby is over!!  Your help 
would be much appreciated. 
 
CMA Gloucester Church Visit:  Sunday 3rd Nov:  This month we pay a return visit to St 
James Church, in Gloucester.  Home to three of the branch members, this is a lovely welcoming 
church.   
 
Sat 7th Nov:  BONFIRE PARTY AT ALAN & LIZ’S: 6.30pm onwards.  Bring a handful of 
fireworks to contribute to the display.  Also: a pudding!  There will be a BBQ and hot 
soup, as always.  You may need to wear your wellies as we’ll be standing in the damp 
garden! 
 
27—29th Nov:  The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, as advertised later in the 
newsletter. 
 
ADVANCED NOTICE:  Gloucester branch Christmas meal 9th December at The Aviator.  
Menu and booking form included in the newsletter. All welcome.  Food choices and 
deposits (£10 per person) to Liz by the end of November. 

Here’s what’s happening in November! 

Dates for your diaries: 

http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 VENUE: ST. JAMES CHURCH, UPTON STREET, 
    TREDWORTH, GLOUCESTER   GL1 4LA 
  

 DATE:  3RD NOVEMBER 2019 
  
 TIME:  10.30AM. APPROX ONE HOUR SERVICE 
 
 LUNCH: DR. FOSTERS, KIMBERLEY WAREHOUSE,  
    THE DOCKS, GLOUCESTER GL1 2EQ 

DETAILS OF THE CMA GLOUCESTER 

NOVEMBER CHURCH VISIT: 





CMA GLOUCESTER CHRISTMAS MEAL 9TH DECEMBER 2019 



CMA  Gloucester Branch Christmas meal 2019 booking form 

 Name :-   ……………………………………………………………….. 

 Contact details:- ……………………………………………………………….. 

 Allergies:-   ……………………………………………………………….. 

Starters Adult OAP’s 

French Onion soup   

Pate   

King prawns   

   

Mains   

Norfolk Turkey   

Topside of Beef   

Cod Loin   

Filo Parcel   

   

Desserts   

Christmas Pudding   

Crème Brulee   

Black forest Sundae   

Traditional Cheese Board   

A £10 deposit per person is required, with menu choices, by the end of  

November to Liz & Alan Robertson.  Cheques payable to ‘CMA Gloucester 

branch’.  Balance payable at the meal. 

Please note:   

‘OAP’ for The Aviator purposes is the age of 60 and over. 

Make it clear if you have a food allergy or intolerance when making your 

menu choices.  Alternatives will be then negotiated with pub and you will be 

informed. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

CMA Bristol Biker Carol Service:  

15th December 



 

 

 
 
 

 

Jacob’s Well Theatre production:  

27—30th November 

Gloucester branch members, Alexandra and Sandra, are involved with the Jacob’s Well 

Christian Theatre Company.  This year’s Christmas production is ‘The Lion, The Witch and 

The Wardrobe’, the iconic CS Lewis story from the Chronicles of Narnia.  

They would like to encourage you to support them by purchasing tickets for a performance. 

You may also like to support the group in their aim of bringing something of the love of God 

to their audiences by praying during a performance.  A group meets at the theatre whilst a 

performance is taking place and you could join them one evening!  To contact them to offer 

your practical prayer support email Alexandra at gloscmasec@gmail.com 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Cotswold Bike Nites:  a review of the year! 

Well done Steph for organising & for raising so much 

money for the Midlands Air Ambulance 



What to pray: 

Words from Colin, our Prayer Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have recently been involved in a study on the character of Nehemiah. 

Through this study we looked at three aspects of Nehemiah’s character. 

Nehemiah was: 

 

A praying man. Throughout the book of Nehemiah, we see that 

Nehemiah presented situations to the Lord before acting. Before the 

king. Before his enemies. Before the people. 

A practical man. Nehemiah thought things through when asking the 

king for authorisation letters to be able to travel several countries, 

journeying from Susa to Jerusalem. He was also willing to get his 

hands dirty and help with the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. 

Praising man. He was very much aware of who God was. And led the 

people, first in confession and then in praise. 

 

There was more to the character Nehemiah than this and I would 

encourage you to read the book of Nehemiah and study his character for 

yourselves.  

 

 

Praise: 

Praise God for His sovereign power and His mighty deeds. Praise Him for 

who he is. “Our Father in heaven. Holy is your name”. 

I want to thank Him for the provision of my trike. Also, His guiding hand and 

safe journeying, bringing it back from London as we endured really bad 

weather. Even though at one point on the motorway I lost control and 

ended up in the brush at the side of the motorway. Hazel and I were both 

safe and there was no damage to the trike. 

Brian says praise God as he is making good progress with the financial 

affairs of his uncle. 



We rejoice that we can come to our God in prayer and bring before Him the things, people 

and situations which are near to our hearts.  Thank you for supporting the branch in 

prayer. 

Prayer: 

Request from Brian “Please pray for my Mum. We have been making 

arrangements for carers to come and have an alarm for her. She thinks we do not 

want her here and is getting upset. Please pray for peace and contentment here.” 

 

Colin, “After being assaulted last month, I am suffering from anxiety, which is 

manifesting itself in Non-Epileptic Attacks. At one time these had ceased but since 

the assault they are returning more frequently. Please pray for healing, peace and 

that I may stand firm on the rock that is Jesus”. 

 

Alan and Liz ask: “Please pray urgently for two Christian friends of ours, Dawn & 

Andy.  This young couple are going to be made homeless by Christmas.  They 

both have disabling conditions and currently the young woman is a carer for her 

husband.  He needs  to be able to live on the ground floor. They are on benefits as 

a result of their conditions.  They love the Lord.  They are trusting Him and are 

praying for a miracle, and a testimony of God’s grace and provision.” 

 

Please continue to pray for branch friend Christine who had a hip replacement 

recently that her recovery would go well and she would regain strength and 

mobility. 

 

Alan asks for prayer for an extremely painful foot.  He is to have an X-ray so that 

the GP and Podiatrist can find out what the problem is.  Please pray that this 

process is quick so that treatment can begin and Alan will know healing and 

freedom from pain. 

  

Whilst the main ‘bike season’ is drawing to a close for this year our commitments to 

local bike clubs and bikers continues. CMA Gloucester has worked hard this year 

to go where the biking is and take the Word of God wherever we go.  Many Bikers 

Bibles have been given away and we don’t necessarily know who has taken 

copies. God knows who they are. Please pray that as they read the Bikers Bible 

the Holy Spirit will reveal truth to them and that as a result the Kingdom of God will 

grow! And for any that we have spoken to about the Lord we pray that seeds have 

been planted which will come to full growth. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS CAN BE SENT TO COLIN AT ANY TIME.   

EMAIL ON:  

gloscmapray@gmail.com 



 

NEWSLETTER  NOVEMBER  2019 

We would love to end our newsletter with something  

to make us smile! 

Email us a bike-related photo & we’ll include it. 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WISH TO INCLUDE,  

THE COPY DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER’S NEWSLETTER:  WEDNESDAY 27.11.19 

Alan Robertson Branch Chairman   Tel.  07875 563 285  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Liz Robertson  Branch Vice Chairman  Tel.  07815 101 925  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Alexandra Dyer Branch Secretary   Tel.  07985 124 609  Email gloscmasec@gmail.com 

Registered Charity : 1080911 Web Site : www.bike.org.uk/cma 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. ,PO Box 8155 Loughborough, Leics LE11 9AR 

 

 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

 

Spotted on Facebook: 

 

A very ‘convenient’ bike, with ‘all mod cons’!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

We hope you enjoy this newsletter.  Sending love and blessings.  From the Editors: Alan & Liz 


